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X A V I E R  U N I V E R S I T Y  
 
John Ray FSY Core 100 31/32 
Schott 709 3 credits 
Ext. 4906    
Preferred email: johnrayxu@gmail.com 
Fall 2015 
Office hours: by appointment    
 
 
 
First-Year Seminar: 
Abraham Lincoln and the Debate on Slavery:  
Equality and Consent in the Political Theory of the United States 
    
Course Description and the FYS theme of “The Greater Good” 
The course is a detailed study of the Dred Scott case and the Lincoln-Douglas debates, with a view to 
understanding the political thought of Lincoln and, especially, the tension between equality and 
consent that Lincoln’s speeches and writings illuminate with precision and eloquence.  
 
Lincoln’s profound analysis of the inner tension of democracy’s basic principles will provide students 
many opportunities to reflect on the meaning of the “greater good” (the theme of this year’s First 
Year Seminars) in a modern liberal democracy such as the United States. It almost goes without 
saying that no issue in American history has more challenged the assumption of a common political 
good than that of race slavery, over which the United States “engaged in a great civil war” resulting in 
Lincoln’s recognition that the nearly failed nation required a “new birth of freedom.”  
 
We will therefore begin with Lincoln’s call in the Gettysburg Address for a “new birth of freedom,” 
which we will contrast with the political theory of the Declaration of Independence and that 
document’s philosophic source, John Locke’s Second Treatise of Government. This will allow us to raise 
such questions as the moral and theoretical soundness of the original principles and whether Lincoln 
represents a continuation, enlargement, or distortion of the constitutional principles of the American 
founding. We will then turn to the main topics of the course: the Dred Scott case and the ensuing 
controversy, the famous Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858.  
  
Interdisciplinary approach 
The approach will be interdisciplinary because the participants in the debate on slavery were self-
consciously so. We will have before us different kinds of arguments, often mixed together yet 
capable of being separated. Is a particular argument’s approach primarily historical, legal, moral, or 
political? How do these approaches oppose, support, or ignore one another?  
 
Seminar format 
As this is a seminar, emphasis will be on student discussion of the moral, legal, historical, and political 
arguments raised by the most significant participants in the public debate on slavery. Our focus will 
always be on the text before us and the question we put to the text will always be “what does this 
mean?” This means that more questions will be raised than answered, and answers that we do give 
must be understood as tentative and equivocal. The success of an academic seminar depends entirely 
on students preparing to participate in thoughtful conversation on the meaning of the texts: reading 
carefully in advance of class, taking notes on the reading, and formulating questions for class 
conversation.  
 
Goals.  Students will… 
·      Become engaged in intellectually challenging and interesting questions and problems. 
·      Develop strong mentoring relationships with faculty in and out of the classroom. 
·      Join the community of scholars at Xavier University. 
·      Establish a solid foundation on which subsequent Core Curriculum courses will build. 
·      Engage with a common theme across all semesters: The Greater Good. 
  
Student Learning Outcomes.  Students will… 
·      Core 1b: Apply the approaches of multiple disciplines to a significant issue. 
·      Core 6b: Articulate the evolution of their vocation and aspirations to contribute to the 
world. 
·      Core 3a: Identify and critically assess multiple dimensions of an ethical issue in an attempt 
to reach a conclusion.  In FYS, this includes: 
o   Interpreting challenging readings. 
o   Employing effective library research and information literacy skills. 
o   Constructing arguments supported with evidence. 
 
Library Instruction 
In addition, Xavier librarian Marty Ferrell will instruct us on using databases to find scholarly books 
and articles, and later in the term, she will discuss how to research careers using the library.  
 
Required Reading 
The main work for the course is the assigned reading. It is extremely important to your success (and 
that of the course as a whole) that you do the reading on time, prior to our discussion in class. Since 
we will be engaged in detailed textual analysis, you are required to bring the book we are reading to 
class.   
  
To be purchased at the bookstore: 
 
Angle, Paul, ed., The Complete Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858  
Finkelman, Paul, ed., Dred Scott v. Sandford: A Brief History with Documents  
Locke, John, The Second Treatise of Government  
 
Course Requirements 
I.   Papers 
There will two papers, each about 2100 words or 7 double-spaced pages, excluding notes and 
bibliography. Papers must be consistent with the university’s policy on academic honesty.  
Instructor will provide topics and requirements.  
 
II.   Annotated Bibliography on John Locke and the American founding and statement of how 
sources agree or conflict: 
Must have three scholarly books and three scholarly articles cited properly (use Chicago style 
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html) 
-Include a brief paragraph after each source summarizing the author’s argument.  
-Include a 2 page statement explaining how the six sources agree and disagree with each other.  
 
III.  Class participation 
Please see the “grading guidelines” (distributed with this syllabus) on what constitutes acceptable 
to excellent participation. 
 
IV.  One page reflection on your vocational/occupational interests (single spaced) 
 
Grading 
The following 12 point scale will be used to calculate your course grade: A=12, A-=11, B+=10, B=9, 
B-=8, C+=7, C=6, C-=5, D=3, F=0 
 
Course grades will be computed as follows: 
First paper = 30% 
Second paper = 30% 
Annotated bibliography = 20% 
Class participation = 20% 
Statement on your vocational/occupational aspiration = required, not graded 
 
Grades will conform to the department’s “grading guidelines”  
 
Mentoring  
Students are invited (and expected) to schedule a time to talk with the instructor about any aspect of 
their academic experience--including but not limited to the issues or assignments in this course--that 
concerns them. Please email me at johnrayxu@gmail.com for an appointment.  
 
Vocations/Occupations/Careers 
First Year Seminar students are encouraged to think seriously about their vocation or occupation, 
whether in religious or secular terms. We will learn from Xavier librarian Marty Ferrell how to 
research careers. A short statement on your vocational/occupational aspiration is required. 
 
Submission of papers 
Submit a printed copy of your paper – please, no electronic submissions without prior approval. 
(Please do keep an electronic copy on your hard drive.) 
 
Late papers 
Papers are due in class. Late papers are those not received in class on the due date. Late papers will 
be penalized two grades on a twelve-point scale (e.g., B+ becomes B-). Please do not email me your 
paper without prior permission. 
 
No texting or other use of technology during class 
Our focus must be on the books we are reading and our discussion of them. Laptops must remain 
closed. No texting during class.  
 
Attendance  
Attendance is required throughout the term.  If you are absent from more than three classes during 
the term, your course grade will be penalized one grade on a twelve-point scale (e.g., A- becomes 
B+).  If you are absent from more than five classes during the term, your course grade will be 
penalized two grades on a twelve-point scale (e.g., B becomes C+). 
 
Please note: Every day you are in class without the assigned text counts as being absent half a day. 
 
Tentative schedule 
The class schedule is tentative and usually requires some adjustments; it is your responsibility to keep 
abreast of any changes to the reading assignments or paper due dates. 
 
Note on reading and class discussion: The reading schedule is a guide for your reading (you’re free to 
read ahead, of course) and gives me assurance of what you have read to date.  It does not mean that 
the discussion that day will be only on that part of the book. Some issues require more than one day 
in class. We may return again and again to passages that are particularly problematic for an argument 
or issue as a whole. (I will try my best however not to jump ahead of where you are in the reading.)  
 
 
Debates = The Complete Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858   
Dred Scott = Dred Scott v. Sandford: A Brief History with Documents 
ST = Locke, Second Treatise of Goverment 
 
 
T 
 
8/25 Introduction 
The Declaration of Independence 
Address at Gettysburg 
TH 8/27 The Declaration of Independence 
Address at Gettysburg 
T 9/1 ST, Ch. 1, 2 
TH 9/3 ST, Ch. 2 
T 9/8 Library Instruction – Marty Ferell 
TH 9/10 ST, Ch. 3, 4 
T 9/15 ST, Ch. 5 
TH 9/17 ST, Ch. 5 
T 9/22 ST, Ch. 6, 7 
TH 9/24 ST, Ch. 8 
T 9/29 Discussion 
***Annotated Bibliography Due 
TH 10/1 Dred Scott, 1-26; 55-63 
T 10/6 Dred Scott, 26-52; 63-77 
TH 10/8 Fall Holiday 
T 10/13 Dred Scott, 77-108 
TH 10/15 Dred Scott, 108-126 
T 10/20 Dred Scott, 154-167 
TH 10/22 Dred Scott, 168-182 
T 10/27 ***Paper Assignment  
Discussion of Academic Writing 
TH 10/29 Debates: Chapter 1: The Campaign Opens  
“Lincoln at Springfield” the House Divided Speech 
T 11/3 Debates: Chapter 1: The Campaign Opens: remainder of chapter 
TH 11/5 Debates: Chapter 4: The Ottawa Debate 
 
T 11/10 Debates: Chapter 5: The Freeport Debate 
***Paper Due in Class 
TH 11/12 Debates: Chapter 7: The Jonesboro Debate 
T 11/17 Debates: Chapter 8: The Charleston Debate 
TH 11/19 Debates: Chapter 11: The Quincy Debate 
T 11/24 Discussion 
TH 11/26 Thanksgiving Holiday 
T 12/1 
 
***Paper assigned 
Lincoln, First Inaugural 
TH 12/3 
 
Lincoln, Second Inaugural 
T 
 
12/8 Discussion 
TH 
 
12/10 Discussion 
T/TH  Final Paper Due 
10:00am section : Due in class at 8:30am Thursday December 17 
11:30am section : Due in class at 10:30am Tuesday December 15 
 
 
 
